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Sir: 



2004, 



This communication is responsive to the Notice of Allowabiltiy dated August 18, 



Applicants thank Examiner Wilkins for allowing the application. Applicants take this 
opportunity to comment on the Examiner's reasons for allowing the claims (Reasons for 
Allowance). 

Applicants note that there is a minor discrepancy between the characterization of 
claims 21 and 22 in the "Reasons for Allowance" and the plain language of these claims. 
The claims recite elements of a transmission that have a residual austenite content of not 
more than 10% by volume (i.e., including 10%), while the Reasons for Allowance states 
that these claims recite "retained austenite of less than 10% by volume" (i.e., not 
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including 10%). Applicants submit that this latter characterization of the claims is 
technically incorrect, because the claims also include elements having a residual austenite 
content of 10%. 
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